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Hello Birders 
 
I was thinking to myself during the month about what could be done to get children interested in the birds 
around them and was excited to read the article sent in for this month’s edition by “Stiching Chitungulu 
(Chitingulu Foundation)”, and also a visit to Rhodes Park School.   
 
Do any of you go onto the lovely Birding Groups on Facebook?  I so admire the photographs posted by 
professionals and amateur’s alike.  I recently got chatting to Kamal Hari Menon who posts on the Wild Bird Trust 
group and he gave me permission to use some of his entries.  Having a little space to fill this month I have 
included the Purple-rumped Sunbird – not resident in Zambia but this group and also “Colourful Birds of 
Southern Africa” just make me want to get out there and travel to other countries to see all the beautiful 
species out there.  I hope you will enjoy this too. 
 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 
21ST September - The Lusaka birdwalk in the Leopard's Hill Forest Reserve.  Further information will be sent during the 
week leading up to that date. 
 
A weekend at Finfoot River Camp is in the early planning stages of the Copperbelt Nest, more information in the next 
edition. 
 

BirdLife International announces new Chief Executive 

 
BirdLife has appointed Patricia Zurita to be its new Chief Executive 

By Martin Fowlie, Wed, 06/08/2014 - 09:53 
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BirdLife has announced the appointment of Patricia Zurita as the new Chief Executive of the BirdLife 
International Partnership. 

Currently Executive Director of the Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund (CEPF) and a Vice President of 
Conservation International, Patricia will begin her new role on 1 February, 2015. 
“Patricia is an outstanding conservationist with a strong track record of delivering global scale conservation at a 
local level. It is this experience that makes her a perfect fit for taking on the leading role in the BirdLife 
Partnership”, said Khaled Irani, Chairman of BirdLife’s Global Council. 
“Patricia joins the organisation at an exciting time and I am very pleased to be able to welcome her to the 
BirdLife family. Patricia's appointment as the first woman from the developing world to lead an international 
conservation organisation is a clear statement of what BirdLife is all about; a truly global vision for biodiversity 
conservation.” 
Originally from Ecuador and currently based in the United States, Patricia has a well-established background in 
Natural Resource Economics and Management. She has worked across the globe developing economic 
initiatives and building civil society capacity, in partnership with both the non-profit and the business sectors. 
She takes a pragmatic approach to conservation that has delivered real results while working with and helping 
to develop civil society. 
Her time with the Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund has seen her lead their fundraising strategy and develop 
multi-million dollar strategic partnerships to consolidate and expand the existing work of the organisation. She 
leaves the CEPF in a strong position, delivering conservation across the world’s biodiversity hotspots. 
“I am delighted to be taking on this new role as Chief Executive of BirdLife, leading the world’s largest civil 
society Partnership for nature and people. BirdLife is recognised throughout the world as a conservation leader 
and is the acknowledged authority on the world’s birds”, said Patricia Zurita. 
“BirdLife's conservation reach is unparalleled and it makes me very proud to join a genuine local-to-global 
partnership that brings together 2700 Local Conservation Groups across some 120 territories. I strongly believe 
that global problems, like the biodiversity loss crisis, require local solutions, and the BirdLife Partnership 
embodies that strategy seeking for greater harmony, and a more equitable and sustainable future for all.” 
 
 
 
A visit to Rhodes Park School’s Chipembele Club - Kelvin Mkandawire and Chaona 
Phiri 

 BirdWatch Zambia undertook a day visit to Rhodes Park School situated in Northmead area of Lusaka, this 
activity supported by Elephant Charge took place on Wednesday the 23rd of July 2014. 

The purpose for this visit was to conduct an Environmental 
Education PowerPoint Presentation to the 
Chipembele/Chongololo club, introduce and discuss content 
of the new book done by Sister Constantia Treppe OP 
entitled “Look at the Birds of the Air”. 
 
The presentation discussed content of the new book titled 
“Look at the Birds of the Air”, this prompted the pupils to ask 
numerous questions whose answers and responses spiralled 
covering many topics on birds, this highlighted the 
importance of birds in our environment and the need to 
conserve them and their respective habitats. 
 

The active participation of the pupils during this presentation showed that they were learning and that they 
were beginning to understand the reason why we all should develop an interest in birds and do everything we 
can to conserve their habitats. 
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In addition to the power point presentation, the club was also 
provided with environmental education material which included; 
Look at the Birds of the Airs, Owls Want, Barn Swallow Posters and 
Save the Vulture Posters. 
 
BirdWatch has since been invited to visit the school during the third 
term, to give talks not only to the Chipembele club of the Primary 
section but also the Wildlife Club which is comprised of pupils from 
the Secondary section.  
 

Report of Birding Courses in Chitungulu 
In June and July 2014 Chitungulu Foundation, a small Dutch-based charity, continued for a second year in a row, 
the Birding Courses for primary school kids in the remote village of Chitungulu, in the central parts of the 
Luangwa Valley. As you can see from the pics, the kids love it! As, indeed, their instructor, Chris Brugman, who is 
a keen birder on a mission…  

A bit of a background first. Located between South and North 
Luangwa National Parks close to the Luangwa River, the 
village of Chitungulu truly is one of the valley’s more off-the-
beaten-track destinations. A simple bush track - for it’s 
nothing more than that - carries the venturous traveler from 
Mfuwe northwards right through the Nsefu sector of SLNP, 
on through several lively villages and, finally, through remote 
Luambe NP, a relatively small and rather unknown national 
park bordering Chitungulu. The Chitungulu residents live in 
such close proximity to Luambe’s wildlife that their ways of 
living, over the centuries, have been finely attuned to the 

presence of all sorts of animals, ranging from bush pigs and bushbucks (which love to sneak into their village 
gardens) to those that can actually be life-threatening to them: elephants, lions, leopards and, of course, plenty 
of snakes. It is this close interaction between humans and wildlife that inspired Chris Brugman, founder of the 
Dutch-based Chitungulu Foundation, to set out to Chitungulu every year since 2011 to live with the residents for 
a couple of months and help them lifting their living 
standards in a sustainable way, that is, in appreciation 
of their unique natural surroundings. The Birding 
Courses which Chris have been conducting very much 
fits this approach to arrive at some sort of wildlife 
conservation that makes sense to residents of rural 
areas (as is the promotion of organic vegetable 
gardening in conjunction with the KK Centre for 
Practical Agriculture in Mfuwe). Luckily for the area, 
the new Luambe Lodge is scheduled to be opened in 
Luambe in July 2015 (their new owners being 
professional biologists), and it is expected that this will 
give a further, and major, boost to nature conservation in this part of the valley (check out their website which 
is to be launched pretty soon!).  
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As Chris tells: We started the first Birding Course in 
Chitungulu in July 2013. The teachers of the two Community 
Schools were asked to put forward their most eager pupils, 
boys and girls alike, to be taught every Saturday morning in 
two separate groups. In that first year, we focused on the 
birds around the village, and really started from scratch: the 
issue was not bird call identification as such (for they know 
their birds!) as well as translating the Nyanja or Bisa names 
into English. This proved challenging enough – think of those 
tongue-twisters as ‘emerald-spotted wood-dove’, or ‘grey 
crowned crane’… However, the youngsters happily 

participated in a two-way game, teaching their mzungu teacher a hefty number of Nyanja and Bisa bird names 
along the way. Apart from English bird names, the youngsters were also given, each lesson, a few samples of 
ornithological terminology: those typical words you’ll find in every bird field guide book such as ‘crepuscular’, 
‘endemic’, ‘gregarious’,  ‘riparian’, etc. We are pretty sure this exercise has boosted their English vocab! Then, of 
course, when discussing each bird, some of their interesting habits or characteristics were mentioned – which 
hopefully will make the kids look at birds differently than they’ve done so far. The fun part, obviously, consisted 
of the bird call exercises with the aid of some of those extremely handy apps on the PDA. The course was 
rounded off with a bird call exam, and the twelve best performing kids were awarded a pocket-guide to 
southern African birds, to entice them into serious studies till the following season.  
 

This year, our focus has been on Raptors, especially 
vultures and owls (which, unfortunately, still are subjects 
of superstition). Thanks to a Swiss donor, we were able to 
introduce the Callfinder, which allowed us to hear the 
bird’s call by tapping on the bird’s image in the book. 
We stepped up the level of difficulty by mixing the calls of 
various doves, of various owls, etc. For 2015, the focus will 
be on Birds Physiology in order to give the kids a better 
understanding of the birds’ unique adaptabilities to their 
various habitats. We also plan to head into the park and 
see new birds, such as waterbirds or woodland birds – we 
are lucky that Luambe NP with its many different habitats 

is literally on our doorstep so that the kids will have many years to enjoy this course! Serious plans are in the 
offing to extend our course to secondary school leavers, in 
order to train them to become proper bird guides (in 
anticipation of the many visitors to come to this area of the 
valley!). This will be done in close association with the new 
lodge in Luambe NP.  
 
Finally, an appeal to you readers: we are much in need of 
old, ‘obsolete’ bird field guide books and, if possible, some 
binoculars, or anything else in the field of bird education. 
Anyone who would like to donate these to us, please 
contact us at chris@chitungulu.nl 
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Village Action Groups in West Lunga take up Fishing Farming as an alternative 
livelihood with support of BirdWatch Zambia and UNDP – Danida Small Grants 
Programs – By Moses Nyoni 

 
BirdWatch Zambia’s involvement with the Village 
Action Groups (VAGs) in West Lunga Game 
Management Area under a UNDP supported Project 
viz. West Lunga Conservation and People Centred 
Project enters its 7 months of implementation. A 
number of activities have been planned under this 
project and prominent amongst planned activities is 
biodiversity monitoring of West Lunga National Park 
and activities such as beekeeping, fish farming and 
village women’s centred poultry. These activities are 
aimed at enhancing livelihoods for residents in parts of the GMA namely Ntambu and Chibwika.  

BWZ staff and a fisheries officer from Mufumbwe District 
returned from Ntambu CRB after successfully training and 
constructing 3 community fish ponds in three VAGs. At the 
most 44 community members in Ntambu teamed up and 
worked together tirelessly to develop the Fish ponds. It is 
BWZ’s hope that this kind of enthusiasm in the project will 
continue. 

While fingerlings have been procured for stocking in 
Ntambu, a similar action is been extended to Chibwika 
CRB. At the most 50 farmers have gone into group fish 
farming with 8 fish ponds constructed to date.  

250 Bee hives and swarm boxes for distribution in the 
project area have also been procured. 

 
Extract from  -The Birding Diary of Kamal Hari Menon 
 
They are very tiny...@less than 10cm and very active. Male and female look entirely different (dimorphic). 
Curved thin bills and have a long tubular brush-tipped tongue. They can hover still in the air and drink nectar 
using their tongue. 

Their nests are like a pouch hanging on a thread from medium 
sized plants and sometimes very close to buildings, but 
camouflaged enough. In the first look the nest look like dead plant 
leaves or bark hanging on plant fibres. 
 
Species count: 9 
Purple-rumped Sunbird 
Location: Thrissur, Kerala 
Local Name:(Malayalam) 
Migratory:No 
 

Purple-rumped Sunbird 
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ZAMBIAN BARBET SEARCH WITHIN THE PROTECTED AREAS - Chaona Phiri 

Throughout its entire range, only 2 protected areas are known to have suitable habitat for the Zambian Barbet, 
viz. Kafue Flats and Kafue National Park. Since May of 2014, BWZ 
has under the Pamela Isdell sponsored Zambian Barbet Project. We 
have been conducting a thorough search for the Zambian Barbets in 
Lochinvar, Blue Lagoon and Kafue National Parks. 

Due to its large size, the Kafue National Park was divided into 3 
portions so that searching could be effective. Going through 
Kasempa, we searched for Zambian Barbets from KNP’s Kabanga 
Gate all the way to Lufupa. At Moshi fishing camp, a group of 
fishermen, when shown a picture of the Zambian Barbet claimed it 
resides in the big fig tree at the camp. So we sat at the camp and 
waited for an optimal time to search for the Barbets, we played the call and got no response at 15 minute 
intervals for almost one hour. We then proceeded to Treetops and Musanza, where we found a lot of Black-
collared Barbets, occupying about 6 fig trees between Treetops and Musanza. Three hours later we rushed back 
to Moshi as the fishermen phoned saying the Barbets had come to the fig tree. On arrival, we searched the tree 

and found what a very large ‘Zambian Barbet’ was, seemingly.  
Unfortunately, these ‘Zambian Barbets’ had the red colouring on their 
fore heads not eyes and had a sort of Rufous colouring on their bellies, 
they were in fact, Black-backed barbets. From Moshi, Chivemba and 
Lufupa were the next survey points of suitable habitat, nothing much 
was recorded although one of the guides at Lufupa phoned the following 
day, saying the Zambian Barbets came after we left, even although we 
spent nearly 2 hours hoping they would respond to the call. Our next 
point was Lunga cabins which we unfortunately were unable to visit as 
the vehicle developed a fault in the field. 

KNP south through Kalomo and Dundumwezi was the next portion of the park surveyed. We entered the park 
with a lot of disappointment over the large areas of fig trees cleared in Kalomo but with some hope of finding 
Barbets at Kalenji were ZAWA scouts were sure they had seen them. On arrival at Kalenji, we found a lot of 
Black-backed Barbets, which we figured were the supposed ‘Zambian Barbets’. 

We entered the central part of KNP through Itezhi tezhi, we found about 14 Barbets in Iyanda village just at the 
boundary of Nkala GMA. Into the park past Ngoma and very close to the Musa river bridge, in the ‘valley of the 
infamous’ buffalo and found a lot of Black-collared Barbets. On the other side, very close to the Hook Bridge, we 
found 7 Zambian Barbets, which seemed to be nesting in one of the fig trees along the Mongu (Mukambi 
Junction) but we could not go into the dry grassland as a number of lionesses had been seen there earlier in the 
day. 

On the Kafue flats, Zambian Barbets were found in Banakaila GMA, about 500m from the park boundary. These 
are nesting in a fig tree right at a cattle deep tank. In Blue Lagoon, a lot of fig trees were searched along the 
route to Naleza (ZAWA HQ) and Nakeenda lodge but no Zambian Barbets were found. All in all, the office is very 
happy to find our endemic species within some protected areas. All that is left is coming up with a plan on how 
the species’ populations can be conserved. 
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               Bannermans Sunbird 

Sightings August 2014 -  By Frank Willems 
 
A very early Emerald Cuckoo was heard on 3 August at Nkwaji Wildlife Reserve, northern Mwinilunga (Frank 
Willems). This is two days earlier than the earliest ever record according to the Atlas.  
An early Red-chested Cuckoo was also heard on 3 August at Nkwaji Wildlife Reserve (Rory McDougall). The Atlas 
has 1 August as earliest ever record, also from northern Mwinilunga.  
 

A single Brown-eared Woodpecker was seen at Nchila Wildlife 
Reserve (Hillwood) on 2 August (Frank Willems, Rory McDougall, Keith 
Betton & John Caddick). This species has still only been recorded at 
Hillwood and in the Jimbe Drainage, where it seems scarce. Other 
species recorded here on the same date included good numbers of 
Bates’s Sunbird, Bannerman’s Sunbird, Grey-winged Robin and Buff-
throated Apalis. 
 

 

 
The identity of “long-legged pipits” at Hillwood as well as on a plain 
newly nicknamed the “ABC Plain” [1124B] is topic of debate. The bird 
in the picture (at Hillwood, 2 August, Frank Willems, with Keith Betton, 
John Caddick & Rory McDougall) clearly shows long red legs as well as 
a marked malar stripe and overall tinge more grey than for instance 
the Buffy Pipits at Chitunta Plain. Surely the last word on the 
taxonomy of the “Mwini pipits” won’t have been said quite yet. 
        
        

         Long-legged Pipit 

A family group of White-tailed Elminia was recorded at Mutinondo on 6 August (Rory McDougall, Keith Betton 
& John Caddick). The species had been recorded here only once before, in the same mushitu which is also the 
one breeding site for Bocage’s Akalat. 
 

Grey-backed Camaroptera: a pair in breeding mood was recorded in 
the “Western Mateshe” evergreen thickets in the Bufumu area in 
Kasanka NP on 31st (Frank Willems). This is the first ever record for 
Kasanka bringing the list to 473 species. This widespread and often 
numerous species is surprisingly absent from most of the Bangweulu 
basin and surrounding plateau areas. The characteristic calls and the 
familiarity of many birders with this species make it unlikely that it 
would have been overlooked. This latest record comes only one year 
after the first ever record for Bangweulu GMA suggesting it might be 
colonizing the area.  

Grey-backed Camaroptera 
 
Black-bellied Seedcracker: yet another record of a male from along the Kasanka River south of Pontoon Camp, 
Kasanka NP, on the 30th (Frank Willems). 
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Lusaka August Bird Walk – by Peter Chalcraft 
 
We met at the State Lodge / Palabana cross roads and proceeded to the farm past the Sunrose centre pivots we 
saw many Red-billed Quelea with other lbj's probably Bishops and Widowbirds.   Entering the game farm we 
saw many foraging Guineafowl.   We parked by the dam and walked down to the dam wall and spillway passing 
Erythrina trees in flower and cape figs full of fruit.   On the way we were able to get onto the mudflats and took 
a while to identify the greater painted snipe and watched 4 Grey-headed Gulls flying over then land on the dam 
with the Black-winged Stilts and Lapwings in the shallows.   By this time it was getting hot and the wind was 
getting up so we headed back to the vehicles and enjoyed a brunch braii as a fairwell to Phil and Helen Taylor 
who are leaving after many happy years in Lusaka.   After that we had a short drive round the game farm and 
photo opportunities of some fine kudu bulls.   A great day was had by all who attended.   My thanks to Greg for 
allowing us to see and share all his hard work and conservation efforts first hand. 
 
Sightings 

 
 

Visit of African Bird Club Members 

In mid July Keith Betton – Chairman of the Africa Bird Club and John Caddick – the Treasurer, made a private 
visit to Zambia to see some of the “specials” that we have – particularly in the North-western corner. They went 

on a tour with Rory McDougall from Bedrock Africa and saw nearly 
400 species including 40 ‘lifers’ for Keith and 60 for John! 
I travelled to Choma to meet them and they kindly made a donation 
of binoculars and Sinclair and Ryan bird books to Birdwatch Zambia. It 
was agreed that these would be used as presents to bird guides who 
achieved high scores in their tests.  
If you are interested in joining the African Bird Club visit the webpage 
for more information www.africanbirdclub.org 
 

FOR CONTRIBUTIONS:   
Contributions for the Newsletter should be sent to BirdWatch Zambia: birdwatch.zambia@gmail.com putting 
“Newsletter” in the subject line Corporate Members of ZOS have the opportunity to advertise in the newsletter. 
Please send the information to: birdwatch.zambia@gmail.com Birding queries should be initially be sent to 
birdwatch.zambia@gmail.com   
Sightings of interest should be sent to Frank Willems frank@kasanka.com  
New Editor from May – Glenys Shone email: glenys@gcaccounts.co.zm 
Website : www.birdwatchzambia.org Facebook Page: Birdwatch Zambia link Join our Yahoo Group: 
zambiabirds@yahoogroups.com 


